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§237.109 Bridge inspection records.

(a) Each track owner to which this
part applies shall keep a record of each
inspection required to be performed on
those bridges under this part.

(b) Each record of an inspection
under the bridge management program
prescribed in this part shall be pre-
pared from notes taken on the day(s)
the inspection is made, supplemented
with sketches and photographs as need-
ed. Such record will be dated with the
date(s) the physical inspection takes
place and the date the record is cre-
ated, and it will be signed or otherwise
certified by the person making the in-
spection.

(c) Each bridge management program
shall specify that every bridge inspec-
tion report shall include, as a min-
imum, the following information:

(1) A precise identification of the
bridge inspected;

(2) The date on which the physical in-
spection was completed;

(3) The identification and written or
electronic signature of the inspector;

(4) The type of inspection performed,
in conformance with the definitions of
inspection types in the bridge manage-
ment program;

(5) An indication on the report as to
whether any item noted thereon re-
quires expedited or critical review by a
railroad bridge engineer, and any re-
strictions placed at the time of the in-
spection;

(6) The condition of components in-
spected, which may be in a condition
reporting format prescribed in the
bridge management program, together
with any narrative descriptions nec-
essary for the correct interpretation of
the report; and

(7) When an inspection does not en-
compass the entire bridge, the portions
of the bridge which were inspected
shall be identified in the report.

(d) An initial report of each bridge
inspection shall be placed in the loca-
tion designated in the bridge manage-
ment program within 30 calendar days
of the completion of the inspection un-
less the complete inspection report is
filed first. The initial report shall in-
clude the information required by para-
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graphs (c¢)(1) through (c)(5) of this sec-
tion.

(e) A complete report of each bridge
inspection, including as a minimum
the information required in paragraphs
(¢)(1) through (c)(6) of this section,
shall be placed in the location des-
ignated in the bridge management pro-
gram within 120 calendar days of the
completion of the inspection.

(f) Each bridge inspection program
shall specify the retention period and
location for bridge inspection records.
The retention period shall be no less
than two years following the comple-
tion of the inspection. Records of un-
derwater inspections shall be retained
until the completion and review of the
next underwater inspection of the
bridge.

(g) If a bridge inspector, supervisor,
or engineer discovers a deficient condi-
tion on a bridge that affects the imme-
diate safety of train operations, that
person shall report the condition as
promptly as possible to the person who
controls the operation of trains on the
bridge in order to protect the safety of
train operations.

§237.111 Review of bridge inspection
reports.

Bridge inspection reports shall be re-
viewed by railroad bridge supervisors
and railroad bridge engineers to:

(a) Determine whether inspections
have been performed in accordance
with the prescribed schedule and speci-
fied procedures;

(b) Evaluate whether any items on
the report represent a present or poten-
tial hazard to safety;

(c) Prescribe any modifications to
the inspection procedures or frequency
for that particular bridge;

(d) Schedule any repairs or modifica-
tions to the bridge required to main-
tain its structural integrity; and

(e) Determine the need for further
higher-level review.

Subpart F—Repair and
Modification of Bridges

§237.131 Design.

Each repair or modification which
materially modifies the capacity of a
bridge or the stresses in any primary
load-carrying component of a bridge
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shall be designed by a railroad bridge
engineer. The design shall specify the
manner in which railroad traffic or
other live loads may be permitted on
the bridge while it is being modified or
repaired. Designs and procedures for re-
pair or modification of bridges of a
common configuration, such as timber
trestles, or instructions for in-kind re-
placement of bridge components, may
be issued as a common standard. Where
the common standard addresses proce-
dures and methods that could materi-
ally modify the capacity of a bridge or
the stresses in any primary load-car-
rying component of a bridge, the stand-
ard shall be designed and issued by a
qualified railroad bridge engineer.

§237.133 Supervision of repairs and
modifications.

Each repair or modification pursuant
to this part shall be performed under
the immediate supervision of a railroad
bridge supervisor as defined in §237.55
of this part who is designated and au-
thorized by the track owner to super-
vise the particular work to be per-
formed. The railroad bridge supervisor
shall ensure that railroad traffic or
other live loads permitted on the
bridge under repair or modification are
in conformity with the specifications
in the design.

Subpart G—Documentation,
Records, and Audits of Bridge
Management Programs

§237.151 Audits; general.

Each program adopted to comply
with this part shall include provisions
for auditing the effectiveness of the
several provisions of that program, in-
cluding the validity of bridge inspec-
tion reports and bridge inventory data,
and the correct application of move-
ment restrictions to railroad equip-
ment of exceptional weight or configu-
ration.

§237.153 Audits of inspections.

(a) Bach bridge management program
shall incorporate provisions for an in-
ternal audit to determine whether the
inspection provisions of the program
are being followed, and whether the
program itself is effectively providing
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for the continued safety of the subject
bridges.

(b) The inspection audit shall include
an evaluation of a representative sam-
pling of bridge inspection reports at
the bridges noted on the reports to de-
termine whether the reports accurately
describe the condition of the bridge.

§237.155 Documents and records.

Each track owner required to imple-
ment a bridge management program
and keep records under this part shall
make those program documents and
records available for inspection and re-
production by the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration.

(a) Electronic recordkeeping; general.
For purposes of compliance with the
recordkeeping requirements of this
part, a track owner may create and
maintain any of the records required
by this part through electronic trans-
mission, storage, and retrieval pro-
vided that all of the following condi-
tions are met:

(1) The system used to generate the
electronic record meets all require-
ments of this subpart;

(2) The electronically generated
record contains the information re-
quired by this part;

(3) The track owner monitors its
electronic records database through
sufficient number of monitoring indi-
cators to ensure a high degree of accu-
racy of these records;

(4) The track owner shall train its
employees who use the system on the
proper use of the electronic record-
keeping system; and

(5) The track owner maintains an in-
formation technology security program
adequate to ensure the integrity of the
system, including the prevention of un-
authorized access to the program logic
or individual records.

(b) System security. The integrity of
the bridge inspection records must be
protected by a security system that in-
corporates a user identity and pass-
word, or a comparable method, to es-
tablish appropriate levels of program
and record data access meeting all of
the following standards:

(1) No two individuals have the same
electronic identity;

(2) A record cannot be deleted or al-
tered by any individual after the record
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